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In the years when power interlocking was getting born
the operation of signals by power and their automatic con-
trol by track circuit began to interest American inventors.
Here again Westinghouse was amongst the pioneers. Other
inventors preceded him in the use of a weight to be wound
up and released by an escapement controlled by a magnet
and also in the use of hydrostatic pressure; but both of
these means of applying power were impracticable for ex-
tensive use and were short-lived. So far as we have dis-
covered Westinghouse was the first to use compressed air
to move signals and switches, and in the dawn of the art of
power signalling he invented, designed, and patented mech-
anisms which are in very wide use and have been but little
changed.

Other inventors also anticipated Westinghouse in track-
circuit control, but here again he promptly took the lead
in devising systems which went into large and lasting use.
It was another of those situations which arose often in his
career when the combination of comprehensive vision, me-
chanical insight and contrivance, thoroughness in detail,
determination and driving power carried him on to great
and lasting accomplishment when others failed. In brief,
it was a case of the difference of mental stature.

So the signal business was launched in the United States.
The education of railroad officers and of the public went
on slowly. The education of those who dictated the finan-
cial policy of the railroads was perhaps still slower. There
was little demand for the product of the Signal Company,
and Westinghouse gave the greater part of his time and
thought to matters which promised quicker returns and
greater results. The Machine Company was organized in
1880 and called for much attention. The natural-gas de-
velopment began in 1884 and a new art was to be created.